
 
 
Florence Emma BASKER  1895-1921 
 
Florence was the only daughter of Edward and Kate (Reast) Basker and was recorded in 
Swineshead in the 1901 census, living Black Jack, Swineshead, age 6 birth year 1895. At that 
time Edward’s occupation was an agricultural labourer, age 34 and Kate’s age was 33. 
 
In the 1911 census the same 3 people were living in the household, but Edward was now a 
farmer, employing 2 people.  
 
I had not found any siblings for Florence, and the fact that she had none was confirmed by 
the 1911 census, which showed how many children a couple had, and whether any had 
died. The Basker’s were recorded as having one child, still living. Florence was 16 by now 
and in this census her place of birth was given as Swineshead, rather than Wigtoft, recorded 
in 1901.  
 
I have been told that she was a dress-maker and walked to some of the “big houses” in the 
Swineshead area, carrying her Jones sewing machine, spending some time living in each 
household, making and repairing clothes. If this is true, then I would think she would have 
used a carrier’s cart as I still have the sewing machine and it is very heavy, making it unlikely 
that she would have carried it far. Unfortunately I have no documentation to support the 
story. There was no occupation recorded for her in the 1911 census. 
 



At the age of 25 she married Frank Key on 20 June 1920 in St. Mary’s Church, Swineshead, 
and went to live at Bicker. She gave birth to my mother Violet Key on 28 March 1921 and 
sadly died at Bicker on 17 May 1921, age 26. Her death certificate stated that she died of 
Pulmonary Tuberculosis. The certifying doctor was E. Morriss MRCS. (Probably from 
Donington). 
 
Image Contributed by:  June Spendlove 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 



 


